
 
Transcription – Prescription Book 

 
Below is a transcription of a page from a prescription book of I. J. Edisbury of 

3 High Street, Wrexham, 1888 (reference: DD/DM/801/1). 

 
Stimulating Hair Wash 

Rx Pulv. Boracis ½ oz. 
 Pearlash vi 

[drachms] 
 Aq. Rose 86 oz. 
 Sp. Rosmarin iv oz. 
 Glycerin ii oz. 
 Fr. Cautharid vi oz. 
 Coloring  q. s. 

viii oz. Bottles sell at 1/6 
   

Cheap Pills for Quacks 
Rx Aloes. Barb. iv oz. 

 Soap iv oz. 
 Gamboge I oz. 
 Scammory ii 

[drachms] 
 Colocynth iv oz. 
 Calomel I oz. 
 Ol. Cloves ii 

[drachms] 
 Treacle q. s. [?] 
   

French Polish 
Rx Gum Benzoin 4 [?] 

 Shellac [?] 
[drachm] 

 Gum Sandrach. vi oz. 
 Sp. Vini Meth.  flu 1 ¾ 
 Dragon’s Blood I oz. 
 Copal Varnish ½ [?] 
   

Foot Rot Mixture 
Rx Hydrars. Bichlor iv oz. 

 Acid Hydroch. Fort. [?] oz.  
 Cupri Sulph. iv oz. 
 Liq. Plumbi Acet. 16 oz. 

 
 
 
 



• Pearlash is a white salt and is used to make soap and glass. It was 
used in bread making before baking powder was developed. 

 
• Spiritus Rosemarin, otherwise known as Rosemary, is a herb 

commonly used in cooking but has been used in hair wash to prevent 
premature balding, dandruff and headlice. 

 
• Glycerin, or Glycerol, is a low toxic, sweet liquid, often used as a 

lubricant or smoothing agent in cough syrups, toothpastes, shampoos, 
soaps etc. 

 
• Colocynth, also known as bitter apple, bitter cucumber, egusi or vine of 

Sodom, is a viny plant, the fruit of which was used in medicine as a 
laxative. It was violently effective though and so is no longer used as 
such. 

 
• Calomel, or Mercury Chloride, is a chemical that was used in medicine 

as a laxative. It was discontinued as such because it was toxic. 
 
• Gum Benzoin is an aromatic ingredient often used in incense or 

perfume. 
 
• Shellac is a resin obtained from insects, sometimes referred to as 

‘beetlejuice’. Before advancements in plastics it was used for all sorts 
of items, including records, boxes, picture frames. It has been used as 
a varnish and due to it being edible, as coating for pills  and sweets. 

 
• Dragon’s blood is a bright red resin obtained from plants. It was used 

as varnish, medicine, incense and dye. 
 

• Gamboge is a mustard yellow pigment obtained from a tree. Usually 
used as a colourant, it was for a time used in medicine but was 
stopped because it was toxic, causing vomiting and even death! 


