
Progress on our National Lottery
Heritage Fund Bid
Unfortunately COVID-19 has resulted in a stuttering start for North East Wales Archives. We have had to re-
open to the public with restricted opening arrangements since September, which has been frustrating for us
all.  We look forward to the times when things return to normal, when we can welcome back all our fantastic
staff, wonderful volunteers and see our researchers exploring our rich documentary heritage again. 

On a more positive note, I want to take this opportunity to bring you up-to-date with the excellent progress being
made on our bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF). You may recall that we are bidding for £11.5 million
from the NLHF to help fund a new purpose built Passivhaus Archive building in Mold, adjacent to Theatr Clwyd. In
addition to the new building, the funding would also enable NEWA to embark on an exciting activity plan that will help
the joint service to diversify its visitor base, increase volunteer numbers, increase digitalisation activities and expand
its outreach work programme. I’m pleased to say that we have progressed through the first two rounds and have been
shortlisted from almost 200 bids received from across the UK down to the final 12. We are now the only remaining bid
from Wales and are in the process of developing a Round 1 bid, to be submitted during February 2021. We should
hear whether we have been successful with the bid during June 2021 – fingers crossed!!

We have also been consulting you, our stakeholders, by carrying out a survey for existing and non-users of the
archive. We hope that the results will really help us to shape our bid and ensure that our building design meets your
needs and any barriers preventing you from using the archive service are identified and removed. 

Please remember that we are available for your remote enquiries and conducting research on your behalf. I thank you
for your patience during these times and I really do hope that 2021 brings more success and stability for us all. 
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The Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) has awarded
a research grant worth £249,538 to a team of research, heritage
and archive organisations to map the historical development and
influence of landed estates in North East Wales.

The project, led by the Institute for the Study of Welsh Estates
(ISWE) at Bangor University, will proceed as a partnership with
Aberystwyth University, Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Wales (RCAHMW), National Library of
Wales and, of course, North East Wales Archives where much of
the original material relating to the estates is held.

The research will focus on an area which was packed with landed
estates and country houses.  The ancient parishes of Mold,
Llanferres, Llandegla and Llanarmon-yn-Iâl, straddling
Denbighshire and Flintshire, contained a number of influential
estates including Bodidris, Colomendy, Gelligynan, Gwysaney,
Hartsheath, Leeswood, Nercwys, Rhual, Pentrehobyn, Plas Onn,

North East Wales Archives assist in Research Project :
Assessing the historical influence of Welsh Landed Estates 

Plas Teg and Tower.  Most of the research will be undertaken at the North East Wales Archives branches in
Ruthin and Hawarden, and at the National Library of Wales, all of which hold extensive archives relating to
these properties and their associated families.

The research will be underpinned by the creation of an online Geographical Information System (GIS)
allowing historical information derived from these records to be digitised and mapped directly onto the location
to which it relates.  The final product will be a ‘deep map’ incorporating all of these records and enabling
information from different archives to be viewed instantly and in combination.  At the click of the button it will
be possible to view and move through a full recorded history of the landscape and its individual features, as
built up through a layering of records from across the post-medieval period.

This methodology has exciting long-term
potentials for how we understand the histories of
our landscapes, built environments and
communities; opening up new material relating to
the histories of these estates, their inhabitants
and associated locations.  It will also provide an
opportunity to improve access to archives by
enabling them to be arranged and viewed
spatially according to a precise location.  

Find out more at: 
 http://iswe.bangor.ac.uk

Estate Plans re. sale of  lands in Pentrehobin and Leeswood,
1861 (Hawarden: D/DM/292/37)

 Beautifully illustrated compass rose on 
Estate Map  from  1733  (Hawarden: D/HA/599)



We are very pleased to announce
that our new joint website,
www.newa.wales was launched
in September 2020. Staff were
busy behind the scenes during
lockdown developing content for
the new website and ensuring
that the website can deliver a fully
bilingual platform for you to
explore our services and
collections. 

Catalogue search across collections held at both branches using a single keyword/s search.
All the paper catalogues in Hawarden branch are now available to search online and we
estimate that around 90% of the paper catalogues in Ruthin are available to search using the
new website. 
A personalised account which allows researchers to save their searches, and items they are interested
in, to a wishlist - similar to 'adding to basket' when you shop online. 
Instant online booking to use the search-rooms - you can book in at any time of the day without
needing to contact us during office hours.
Request a quote for copying service, for researchers who are unable to come in to the office in person.
Online shop for products and services such as research fees and photography permits - we also have
a “donate” option to accept online donations.
A space to publish more digitised collections as they become available.

The website has a number of key features, including:

With recent changes to the way in which we operate post-lockdown, many of our researchers have opted
to pay online for copying and research services rather than come in in person. The website will support our
researchers, both local and further afield, to access the information they need. 

We welcome feedback about the new site, you can do this by using the feedback form on the site at
https://www.newa.wales/about-us/new_website

New Joint Service Website Launched!

The website is available at www.newa.wales 

Sarah Roberts, Lead Archivist,  Digital and Outreach Services, NEWA (Ruthin)



Back in February of this year, who knew that the
words ‘pandemic’ and ‘isolation’ would enter
everyday language? Talking about the pandemic is
as familiar to us now as talking about our day at work
or what we are having for tea.  At the end of June,
one of our Archive Assistants from the Hawarden
branch was seconded to become part of the
Council’s track and trace system.  Overseen by
Public Health Wales but run by Flintshire County
Council for North Wales, ‘Track, Trace & Protect’ or
TTP has been at the forefront of the fight against
Coronavirus in North Wales. 

Very few people alive today lived through the last
pandemic in 1918, so this is a completely new and
unwelcome experience for us.  However, it is not new
in terms of history.  People have always battled
disease – our school log books are full of examples
of outbreaks of measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria,
influenza – the list goes on, and schools regularly
sent their pupils home, not only to deep-clean school
rooms but also to stop the rate of transmission. 
 Isolation is also nothing new – there were ‘Isolation’
Hospitals all over the country set up in 19th century
and initially paid for by contributions from working
men – treating such diseases as smallpox, scarlet
fever and diphtheria and, later on T.B. (for which
Wales was one of the worst affected areas of the 
UK). 

Pandemics and Isolation: Not such new phenomena!

In Flintshire, isolation hospitals included Hawarden, Meadowslea, Connah’s Quay and in Denbighshire there were
Towyn, Rhyl & St Asaph, amongst others.  We have documents relating to all those hospitals in our Archives – they
include architects drawings, correspondence, agreements with local district councils and some photographs.  The NHS
Rainbow Hospitals are not a new phenomenon either – in Mostyn, a ‘pop up’ Cholera hospital was set up on the docks
to treat infected sailors as they came off the ships – this was very unpopular with the local landowner and residents.  To
put it into context, the Cholera outbreak in 1848 killed 3,000 people in Glamorgan alone – this outbreak led to Boards of
Health being set up which oversaw a new sewerage and water supply.

From the Bubonic Plague in 1349, to cholera and typhus outbreaks in the 19th century, to T.B. and influenza in the 20th
century, disease and the fight against it is nothing new in Wales and the records we keep at North East Wales Archives
provide a rich primary source of documentation to that effect.

Notice to the inhabitants of the parish of Whitford re. measures taken to fight the outbreak of cholera in 1831
 (Hawarden: D/KK/485) – this type of notice has today been replaced by televised Government briefings.

Bridget Thomas, Archive Assistant, NEWA (Hawarden)



The new folders are now stored in archive boxes which
are acid- and rust-free, and chemically inert, to further aid
preservation. These are then marked to show they have
been repackaged, and labels have been added to alert
staff if they contain material that contains personal
information and is subject to GDPR (Data Protection)
legislation.

3 months of working on the project has resulted in much
better packaged collections – and a space saving. This is
a big advantage as space is so severely limited in both the
current archive buildings at Hawarden and Ruthin .

Lockdown has necessitated a big change in our activities - first
working completely from home, then returning to work in the offices
part time, with much-reduced public opening hours. We have taken
the opportunity to turn the crisis into something productive, and
tackle some of the many jobs we would not normally have time to
prioritise. Significant progress has been made by staff in both offices
in repackaging our archives – which is vital for their ongoing care and
preservation, to help better protect them for the future.

Steven Davies, Senior Archivist at Hawarden branch, has tackled a
collection of school correspondence which was stored for many
years in its original unsuitable lever arch boxes. He says: “Taking
them out of their old, unsuitable boxes, but keeping each bundle of
paper in its original order, I went through and removed all staples,
fastenings and pins, while being careful not to tear the paper! The
paper bundles were transferred into new archival folders, marked
with reference numbers and tied up with tape. This better protects
the correspondence, keeping the papers stored flat and shielded
from accidental knocks and tears.”

 

Behind the Scenes at the Archives

The school records in original,
unsuitable packaging

New archival boxes and flattened
packaging in archive folders has
replaced the lever arch files, to aid
preservation and create much
needed space. We must now dispose of all the old, 

unwanted boxes!



What’s in a name... or, to be more precise, what’s in a
signature? The collecting of signatures/autographs seems
like a modern phenomenon, when in fact it can be traced
back to the Greeks and Romans. The Grand Tour travellers
of the 17th and 18th centuries began to have signature books
or Alba Amicorum (Book of Friendship) which were signed by
the interesting people they met along the way. The signatures
they collected often reflected how well-connected the owner
of the album was, the higher the status of the signer the
better. By the 19th century, collecting signatures had become
very popular and monetarised on a grand scale with auction
houses and book dealers creating catalogues specifically for
signature collectors. Now highly fashionable, collectors’
tastes widened to literary figures, politicians, scientists,
military figures and performers.

NEWA (Ruthin) holds 4 signature albums dating from the last
half of the 19th century in the Plas Heaton collection
(DD/PH/115) which perfectly reflect this pursuit. The albums
are made up of letters and clipped signatures from a wide
range of individuals, some seem to have been obtained from
family connections whilst others were probably purchased.
The range of signatures is quite extensive containing literary
figures including Matilda Anne Mackarness, Catherine Sinclair
and Charles Dickens.

Other notable signatures are of Politicians such as Sir Robert
Peel, 2nd Baronet and Benjamin Disraeli, 1st Earl of
Beaconsfield, members of the aristocracy, social reformers
like Florence Nightingale, religious leaders and contemporary
celebrities such as P T Barnum, an American showman
immortalised in the musical ‘The Greatest Showman’. 

What’s in a name? Signature Books at the Archives

 Signature of Charles Dickens
(ref: DD/PH/115/1)

Some include military figures such as Robert
Napier, 1st Baron Napier of Magdala, scientists and
academics like Sir James South (founder of the
Astronomical Society), John Couch Adams
(discoverer of Neptune) and Charles Darwin
(Naturalist and author of On the Origin of the
Species).

The albums are surviving examples of a pastime that has stood the test of time and continues to be popular to this day. 

 Signature of Charles Darwin
(ref: DD/PH/115/1) Signature of P.T. Barnum

(ref: DD/PH/115/1)

Nicola Samuel, Lead Archivist, Collections & Public Service, NEWA (Ruthin)



We have created a YouTube channel to host videos for North East Wales Archives. These include a
'Behind the Scenes Tour' of the offices at Hawarden and Ruthin; a video from both offices welcoming
customers back after the Lockdown; and a short video on the History of Your House, showing the types
of sources available to research this popular topic.

We hope you will visit our channel and subscribe so that you can see all our new videos
as soon as they become available!  Find us on YouTube by searching for North East
Wales Archives or visit
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCswWSPBe2jKjWb2f_hojByA 

Watch us on YouTube!

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

Editor: Liz Newman, Archivist, NEWA (Hawarden)


