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Sadly, we have recently learnt that our bid to the National Lottery Heritage Fund for a new archive centre
and activity programme has been unsuccessful. It was a highly competitive application process and we did
amazingly well to be shortlisted from the initial 146 expressions of interest.   The NLHF indicated that all
applications were of a very high standard.

Whilst we are, obviously, extremely disappointed not to have been successful in securing funding towards
this ambitious and exciting project, we will continue to work with partners to ensure that North East Wales
Archives can benefit from a new facility, which is fit for purpose now and in the future.

Thank you to all those who were involved in developing the bid and particularly those of you that
contributed to our engagement and consultation activities. The information we received back from you will
not be wasted and will be used to feed into future plans.  

In addition to the application, you will see from this newsletter that the team here at North East Wales
Archives have been particularly busy over recent months, ensuring that we continue to capture, preserve
and make accessible the region’s rich documentary heritage. We have made some huge strides, particularly
in expanding our digital content, with almost 2,500 images now available via our website. The team have
also been busy with repackaging items and ensuring that they are stored appropriately. COVID continues to
be an issue for us all and we have been continually implementing and monitoring measures that ensure that
our public access arrangements remain COVID safe for staff, volunteers and researchers.  

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and I encourage you to please follow our social media channels for
further updates. 



Each year, NEWA is able to open up access to
previously restricted records containing
sensitive personal information about individuals,
because their restriction periods come to an
end. Recently, a register of vaccinations
administered to children in the Hawarden Board
of Guardians’ District, which is now over 100
years old, has become available to view. 

The register (ref: G/A/154/12), for the year
1920, gives details of children being vaccinated
for smallpox, a potentially fatal virus which in
19th-century Britain spread rapidly and killed 1
in 3 of those infected, leaving many survivors
blinded or scarred. The register states whether
a child was ‘Insusceptible’, having already had
smallpox; and in some cases records when a
child died before even receiving the vaccine. It
is a useful source for family historians, since it
records the full address at which the child was
born, the name of the father (or mother if the
child was illegitimate), and their rank or
profession, and often gives the mother’s name,
as the person to whom ‘notice was served’ that
the vaccination was due. 

Liz Newman, Archivist, NEWA (Hawarden)

In 1840, there was an Act to 'Extend the Practice of Vaccination' which gave the Guardians of the Poor the
right to appoint medical officers to vaccinate people at the expense of the public. In the 1850s, several laws
were passed that made vaccination against smallpox compulsory, however there was also widespread protest
and anti-vaccination propaganda circulated in society. 

In 1920, whilst local children in the Hawarden District were being vaccinated, this matter was still being raised
in Parliament. In the House of Commons on 12th February 1920, Sir Charles Edwards, MP for Bedwellty in
South Wales, asked the Minister of Health whether he would consider repealing compulsory vaccination and
the penalties for non-compliance, so that parents or guardians could have the right to choose whether or not a
child should be vaccinated.  However, he was refused, being told that ‘the dangers to the health of the
community that would be involved in the adoption of the Hon. Member's suggestion are too great to admit of it
being considered.’   (https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1920/feb/12/vaccination-acts) 

This is a timely reminder that this is not the first time the public have needed to be vaccinated against
potentially fatal diseases and that there have always been those who have protested against it. This fascinating
volume is now available at NEWA, Hawarden (appointments necessary). 

Vaccinations - Controversial both then and now! 



I have also created a model of a limp vellum bound
book from the Erddig collection (Ref. D/E/1203), of a
similar age to the Bybl Bach, with a relatively simple
stationery binding. Making models of books is a great
way to appreciate the techniques and materials used
in their construction. The original book is a recipe
book, with some recognisable recipes such as
marmalade, preserved cherries and roast venison.

Finally, I got to see an absolutely huge bound volume
of estate plans drawn by cartographer William
Williams in 1734 (Ref D/NA/1346). The beautifully-
drawn plans are part of a survey of William Robinson's
Estate at Gwersyllt, near Wrexham. They are on
parchment leaves, which needed a flattening
treatment prior to photography. I have very much
enjoyed my training experience at NEWA and have
taken home a ‘shopping list’ of new tools and
materials!

 
 

As a trainee on the Archive and Records Association’s archive conservation training course I am
lucky enough to travel to other archives to be taught by experts in specific areas of document
conservation. This June (2021) I have travelled to NEWA, Hawarden from my base at East Riding
Archives, in Beverley for two weeks of instruction in bookbinding from NEWA’s conservator, Mark
Allen. Getting to work in other conservation workshops is a great learning opportunity and I also get to
work on some fascinating collections and documents.

Bookbinding Trainee gains valuable experience at NEWA

Kat Saunt, Conservator at East Riding Archives, Beverley

The huge volume of maps drawn on parchment
by William Williams, 1734, which includes a 'Map
of Gwersyllt New Park and Demain situate in the
parish of Gresford in the County of Denbigh for
William Robinson Esq.’

Kat working on a library-style binding
at NEWA, Hawarden

During my visit, I have been working on the
repair of a ‘Bybl Bach’, dated 1630, for an
external client - a beautiful little book that
needs a re-back and some stabilisation,
though it is in fairly good condition for its age.
The goal of the treatment is to preserve its
historic structure and as much original material
as possible, while preserving it for future use.



One beady-eyed criminal featured is David Frances. From
his entry we learn that he was released from Woking prison
on 13th August 1874, having had two previous convictions in
1863 and 1864 for robbery with violence. After his release, he
returned to Wrexham, but just a year afterwards was admitted
to the North Wales Hospital in Denbigh. The criminal
description books provide just a snippet of their stories which
can be followed through newspapers, court and census
records to gain a better understanding of who they were,
where they were from and what circumstances led them to
turn to crime. 

 

The haunting stares of Victorian criminals which are over 150 years old can be viewed in two rare criminal
description books, held at Ruthin branch. The volumes contain around 100 ‘carte de visite’ style photographs,
offering researchers an early example of photography used in policing. These albums were used by the local
police force to identify habitual offenders and many of the criminals featured were “repeat offenders”, who had
been sentenced in the assize courts held in Mold, Wrexham or Ruthin.

The two small, unassuming volumes contain physical descriptions of various felons recently released from
prisons in England or Wales, who had connections with North East Wales.  They cannot be precisely dated, but
mostly cover the period from the mid-1860s to the mid-1880s. A typical page in the volume includes a
photograph alongside details of the individual, such as name (including known alias), where they were last
imprisoned, criminal record, conviction and sentence.

Crime Online: A Rogues' Gallery of Victorian Criminals

We have recently added around 100 digital images taken from these 'mug-shot' books to our website,
which are free to use online at: www.newa.wales/whats-online/  This has been made possible thanks to a
volunteer project to transcribe each of the pages, which are sometimes difficult to read.

A search for David Frances on Welsh Newspapers Online
(https://newspapers.library.wales/) gives information on  his
court appearances and offences during the key years 1863-
1864. Along with two others, he was found guilty of “feloniously
and violently assaulting an Irish cattle dealer, John Murphy”.
The newspapers also highlight his previous conviction and
sentence of  transportation for burglary in 1856. 

Sarah Roberts, Lead Archivist: Digital and Outreach Services, NEWA (Ruthin)  

The North Wales Hospital records show his admission in 1874. In his reception order (Ref: HD/1/459/2488, held
at Ruthin) a medical officer describes him as dangerous and murderous and states that “upon the slightest
provocation even a word he becomes most violent and if not prevented would injure & murder or tear to pieces
anybody he could get near. He sets his eyes and grinds his teeth like a wild beast”. This also states that he was
admitted from the workhouse in Wrexham. 

By the age of just 36, David Frances had been convicted at least three times, sentenced to transportation,
imprisoned for 10 years, admitted to a Workhouse and the Asylum, where he later died. He is just one of the
criminals featured and the volumes are packed with stories of others.



Sgt. Bennion bailed out of an aircraft when he was shot
down on 20th February 1944. He was made a Prisoner of
War and held at Stalag Luft III, a Luftwaffe-run POW
camp in Germany.  An extract from his poem entitled
‘Night Flight’ gives an insight into his bravery and the
terrifying experience of being shot down by enemy fire:

‘We twist and turn in frantic haste
For now’s no time for dreaming

Our aircrafts nose is pointed down
And downwards we go screaming
Our being thrill with every nerve

To our bombers shuddering might
As down and ever downwards

We go screaming through the night’
 

Records of Flintshire men and women who served in the Second World
War have recently been catalogued at NEWA, Hawarden. In 2019, we
appealed for records to mark 80 years since the beginning of the war
(1939), and received a number of valuable donations. Liz Newman,
Archivist at Hawarden branch, has been cataloguing these records from
home during the lockdown, since many of them are digital copies of the
original records which were retained by their owners. 

One of the many fascinating stories is that of Sgt. Stanley Bennion from
Queensferry, an Air Gunner in the RAF, Volunteer Reserve. Stanley’s
son deposited records and photographs relating to his father’s war-time
activities at NEWA. One of the most interesting items is a Log Book for
British Prisoners, which contains hand-written accounts of Stanley’s
activities, along with his entertaining illustrations, photographs and his
moving poetry about war-time experiences. 

After the War, Stanley Bennion’s bravery was
commemorated when he received the Caterpillar
Medal, a special award to people who successfully
bailed out of an aircraft during active service. 

The stories of Stanley and other brave local men
and women who served their country during the
Second World War are now commemorated and
preserved at NEWA, Hawarden and can be viewed
in the search-room (appointments necessary). 

Second World War Stories Preserved at NEWA

Extract from poem ‘Night Flight’ 
by Sgt. Stanley Bennion, 

from his Log Book, 
ref: D/WW2/3/1

Illustration of Sgt. Bennion bailing out of his aircraft 
during enemy fire, from his Log Book, ref: D/WW2/3/1

Images by kind permission of Mr C. BennionLiz Newman, Archivist, NEWA (Hawarden)



First, a member of staff scans the item, which can be
anything from a single photograph or poster, to something
like a Quarter Sessions Roll made up of dozens of
individual pieces of parchment.

The saved images then need to be named in a format
that the website understands, and where a single
database entry has more than one image relating to it,
these need to be combined together in a zipped folder of
images that again has the right reference number.

 

One of NEWA’s priorities is to try and make more of our archives available online, so that people can view them
from the comfort of their homes. We’ve recently been spending more time scanning documents and launching
them online, and investing in new scanning equipment to help us do this.

Many customers will be aware of our new website, www.newa.wales which has a host of features we were
unable to offer before. One of these is the ability to display images in our improved online catalogue, so that
when you have searched and found something that’s of interest to you, you don’t just get a description of the
document but can see it right in front of you! This is achieved with the help of our partners at Orangeleaf (who
host our website), who have established a new system to make this possible.

We then upload these images one at a time, either
individually or in zipped folders, to the new online
processing and storage area that Orangeleaf have
established for us. Once an image or folder has been
uploaded, it can then be processed at the click of a button
so that’s it’s ready to appear online – the whole system is
automated which makes it very quick and easy to use.

Finally, as long as all the file names are correct and
match up, the image or images appear on our website
alongside their catalogue description, and by clicking on
them you can open up a picture viewer, zoom in and see
the item in sharp detail!

We are just starting out with this exciting new feature, but
we hope to get lots of images online this way for people
to enjoy, use and study. 

Please keep an eye on our website to see the latest
online documents: 
https://www.newa.wales/whats-online/  

Did you know…some of our archives are now online?

Steven Davies, Senior Archivist, NEWA (Hawarden)



In March, we were very sad to bid farewell to one of
Hawarden’s Archive Assistants, Bridget Thomas, who has
been with us since 2012. During the pandemic she has been
partly seconded to the Track, Trace & Protect team, where she
has proved invaluable and continues to work. We will miss her
very much and wish her all the very best for the future.

Farewell to a very valued Team Member

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

Editor: Liz Newman, Archivist, NEWA (Hawarden)


